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and reverently interpret his precepts by the light of the
principle which governed them, the principle of humanity,
and obey as freemen not as slaves.

But to us considering what are likely to be the charac-
teristics, the modes of life and action, of a person in
whom the Enthusiasm of Humanity lias been kindled,
these special commands of Christ are likely to afford the
very information we seek. A principle is best seen in its
practical applications, a rule in its examples. It may be
said, then, that besides the great and one law of love
Christ delivered three special injunctions.

First he enjoined his folio wars to apply themselves to
relieving the physical needs and distresses of their fellow-
creatures. Next he commanded them to add new mem-
bers to the Christian Church, and especially to seek the
amendment of the neglected, outcast, and depraved part
of society. Thirdly he enjoined them to forgive all per-
sonal injuries. These three injunctions we will proceed
to consider in order.

The command to relieve physical distress is many times
repeated. Christians are to give alms; in some cases they
were commanded to give all their wealth to the poor ; in
all cases they were assured that their final acceptance be-
fore the Judge would depend upon the zeal they had shown
in feeding the hungry, welcoming the stranger, and visiting
the sick. The first definite duty which Christ imposed
upon his followers when they began to form an organized
society was that of travelling over the whole country in
order to cure diseases. Lastly, as has been already re-
marked, he was himself constantly and principally occupied
in the same way.

No rule  of life is more plainly deducible from the
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